BARBADOS FACT SHEET

Location:
The easternmost Caribbean island; part of the Lesser Antilles. 

North East of Venezuela.

Size:


21 miles long by 14 miles wide (166 square miles).

Climate:
Tropical year-round, with average temperatures between 75 and 85 degrees (Fahrenheit).  A gentle sea breeze alleviates even the hottest days.  

Topography:
Barbados is a pear-shaped coral island. The Caribbean West and South Coasts are calm and palm-fringed with gently lapping waves, whereas the Atlantic East Coast has a rugged beauty featuring limestone cliffs and waves rolling along the shore. The highest point on the island is Mount Hillaby (1,089 feet).  

Language:

English

Population:

273,000 approx.

Capital:

Bridgetown

Currency:
The Barbados dollar is tied to the US dollar at a rate of BDS $2.00 to $US1.00.  Most establishments accept either Barbados or US dollars.  

Electricity:

110 volts/50 cycles (hotels have adapters/transformers.)

Passport/Visa

Requirements: 
Citizens of the United States and Canada are required to be in possession of a valid passport to enter Barbados. Passports must be valid for the entire time that they are traveling.  
Cruise ship passengers considered to be “in-transit” and who are continuing on with their cruises are not subject to immigration control and, therefore, not required to carry a valid passport.  “In-transit” cruise ship visitors are permitted to go ashore and return to their ship without any hindrance using their ship’s magnetic identification card.  Cruise ship passengers with trips beginning and ending in Barbados or who are “in-transit” to join flights at the Grantley Adams International Airport, however, are required to possess a valid passport. 
Visas are required for citizens from Eastern European countries, the People’s Republic of China, Taiwan, Pakistan, the non-Commonwealth Countries of Africa and all South American countries except Argentina, Brazil, Colombia and Venezuela.

Government:
Barbados is an independent country within the British Commonwealth and has a democratic parliamentary system of government.  The Queen of England also serves as Queen of Barbados and is represented by the Governor General. The bicameral legislature consists of the House of Assembly and the Senate. The Prime Minister is usually the leader of the Assembly’s majority party. 

Airport Service 

Charge:
Formerly known as the “Departure Tax”, the “Airport Service Charge” is automatically billed into the cost of any ticket out of Barbados, therefore money will no longer be collected at the airport. 
Baggage Tipping:
Suggested fee of US$1.00 per bag
Religion:

Predominantly Anglican, with 100 other denominations represented.

Accommodations:
6,800 guestrooms, ranging from all-inclusive properties and luxury resorts, to villas and budget accommodations.

Airlines:
From the US: American Airlines, Air Jamaica, US Airways, Delta Airlines



From Canada:  Air Canada 




From the U.K.:  British Airways and Virgin Atlantic




From Germany:  LTU and Condor




From Holland:  Martinair 




From Venezuela:  Aeropostal




Inter-island service:  LIAT
Getting Around:
Rental cars, public buses, bicycles, and motor scooters are available and make exploring the island hassle-free.  Taxi tours are also available.  A visitor’s driving permit (essential when renting a car) costs only BDF$100.00 and is available at any police station, through the car rental company, or at the airport when renting a car from the agency located there with the presentation of a valid driver’s license.  

Water:
Barbados’ water is among the purest in the world and can be enjoyed straight from the tap.

Banks:
Banks open from 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. Monday to Thursday, and on Friday from 9:00 a.m.- 5:00 p.m.  The Barbados National Bank at Sir Grantley Adams International Airport is open from 8:00 a.m. until the last plane departs or arrives, seven days a week. There are also numerous ATM machines across the island.

Credit Cards:
Most hotels and restaurants accept major credit cards, including American Express, Diners Club, MasterCard and Visa.
Post Office:
Post Office Building, Cheapside




Tel: 246-436-4800




 8:15 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Duty Free:
Duty-free shopping is available in various well-respected shops.  Visitors need only produce their passport or other travel documents and airline ticket for the duty-free transaction to be completed.  Certain categories of goods can be collected at the point of purchase; others are delivered to the airport for pick-up before boarding.  Goods that cannot be bought over the counter duty-free are spirits, wines, tobacco, cigarettes, cigars, video sets, video games, videotapes, car stereos, televisions and home computers.

Cuisine:
Offering some of the finest cuisine in the Caribbean, Barbados’ eclectic mix of American, European and Asian influences are all featured in the unique style of Bajan cooking.  Fresh seafood is abundant, with local delicacies including flying fish, swordfish, tuna, lobster and shrimp.  Barbados’ national dish is Cou-Cou with flying fish, a combination worth trying during a visit!  Barbadian restaurants range from informal beach eateries, found all over the island, to sophisticated dining establishments.

Art & Culture:
Barbados’ rich culture can be experienced at a number of dinner theatre shows, including “Bajan Roots and Rhythms.”  Art can be viewed and purchased at a number of galleries, such as On The Wall Art Gallery, Kirby Gallery and the Gallery of Caribbean Art.

Nightlife:
Music, dancing, steel bands and cabaret shows are offered in most hotels. Popular nightclubs/bars include: Harbour Lights; The Boatyard in Bridgetown; Ship Inn; After Dark in St. Lawrence Gap; and The Muse Bar, which is the former home of actress Minnie Driver.

Sports:

Golf


There are several courses on the island, including the Barbados Golf Club, the island’s first public course, located on the South Coast.  Sandy Lane Hotel has three courses: the Sandy Lane Old Nine; the 18-hole Country Club; and the exclusive 18-hole Green Monkey, which has been named by golf aficionados one of the best courses in the Caribbean. Royal Westmoreland Golf & Country Club offers an 18-hole championship golf course, and Club Rockley and Almond Beach Village feature nine-hole courses.


Tennis


Many hotels offer high-standard courts and some are floodlit for evening play.  Advance bookings are recommended.

Cricket 


Cricket is played at all levels throughout the island, with top regional matches held from January through March.  Test Matches provide a great atmosphere for enjoying this popular sport and are held from March to May every year. In 2007, Barbados was the host of the Cricket World Cup Finals.
Horseracing

There are three racing seasons in Barbados.  The first is from January through April, the second from June through August, and the third from October through December.  Races are held at Garrison Savannah racecourse on alternate Saturdays from January through March and May through October.  The highlight of the Barbados racing calendar is the Cockspur Gold Cup held in March of each year.


Windsurfing


Barbados offers the best windsurfing in the Caribbean.  Both beginners and experienced windsurfers will find conditions to suit their skills.


Diving


Barbados is a great destination for the novice or experienced diver, offering a unique underwater landscape with reefs and wrecks to explore by day or night.

Yachting

The West and South coasts offer excellent yachting conditions.  The yachting season runs from January to June with most of the events between May and June.


Cruising


The Jolly Roger and The Harbour Master provide party cruising with authentic Bajan lunch or dinner included.  A number of charter cruises provide cruise facilities on a daily basis; these can be organized from the Careenage in Bridgetown.

Barbados Tourism Authority offices

USA 

Richard Robert Williams

Vice President, Americas

800 2nd Avenue, 2nd Floor

New York, NY 10017

Tel: (800) 221-9831

Fax: (212) 573-9850
richardw@visitbarbados.org
Ryan Blackett
Senior Business Development Manager, Northeast & Midwest

800 2nd Avenue, 2nd Floor

New York, NY  10017

Tel: (212) 986-6516

Fax: (212) 573-9850
ryanb@visitbarbados.org
Ignatius Marshall
Senior Business Development Manager, DC & the Southeast 

150 Alhambra Circle, Suite 1000

Coral Gables, FL 33134

Tel: (305) 442-7471

Fax (305) 774-9497
ignatiusm@visitbarbados.org
Denise Marie

Business Development Manager
3440 Wilshire Blvd. suite 1207

Los Angeles, CA 90010

Tel: (213) 380-2198

Fax: (213) 384-2763
denisem@visitbarbados.org
US Public Relations – The Brandman Agency

Melanie Brandman, President

Gina Park Yu, Account Manager
518 Fifth Avenue, 8th Floor

New York, NY 10036

Tel: (212) 683-2442

Fax: (212) 683-2022
Melanie@brandmanpr.com
Barbados



Chay Davis,


Consultant, Corporate Communications
Harbour Road,
St. Michael

Bridgetown, Barbados, W.I.

Tel: 246-467-3668
chayd@visitbarbados.org
Barbados
Averil Byer 

Marketing Director

Harbour Road

Bridgetown, Barbados, W.I. 

Tel: (246) 467-3628
Fax: (246) 426-4080
averilb@visitbarbados.org
Canada 

Cheryl Carter

Senior Business Development Manager

105 Adelaide Street West, Suite 1010

Toronto, Ontario, M5H 1P9

Tel: (416) 214-9880

Fax: (416) 214-9882
cherylc@visitbarbados.org
CANADA Public Relations -- Stewart Communications
Gail Stewart

5 Bellehaven Cr.

Scarborough, ON

M1M 1H2

Tel: 416-410-7193
Gail.stewart@rogers.com
United Kingdom

Petra Roach

Vice President Marketing and Sales, Europe

263 Tottenham Court Road 

London W1P 9AA 

England 

Tel:  + 44 207 636 9449

Fax:  + 44 207 637 1496
petrar@visibarbados.org
UNITED KINGDOM Public Relations -  
Zarina McCulloch
263 Tottenham Court Road,

London W 1 T 7LA

England 
Tel: + 44 (0) 208 203 5011 or + 44 (0) 7956 410278
Email: zarina_mcculloch@yahoo.com
Atlanta Public Relations – Matlock Advertising & Public Relations
Sandra Tarver

Account Director

107 Luckie Street
Atlanta, GA 30303
Tel:  404-962-8432  Direct Line

Tel:  404-872-3200  Main Line

Fax:  404-876-4929
sandra.tarver@matlock-adpr.com
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