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BARBADOS OFFERS FIRST- CLASS GOLF FACILITIES
For those who want to play golf while vacationing in the Caribbean, Barbados is the island of choice.  With some of the region’s most luxurious and breathtaking courses, Barbados has gained unprecedented attention among the world’s golf aficionados.  Following is a sampling of courses and facilities offered:

Barbados Golf Club:  In June 2000, Barbados’ first championship public golf course opened.  The course, designed originally in 1974, was redesigned by architect Ron Kirby.  Kirby, one of the most respected and experienced golf architects in the world, reconstructed the 18-hole, par-72 golf course to be fair and challenging, yet pleasurable and relaxing.  Strategically planted twenty-five- year-old trees dot the course, creating maturity amid the newly developed 6,805-yard layout.  Two lakes enhance play on five holes, forming a dramatic “Amen Corner” on holes 15 and 16.  A series of coral waste bunkers have been carved through four holes on the course, adding to the challenge and personality of the course. The course was approved by the PGA European Tour and hosted a Seniors Tournament in 2002.   A clubhouse, bar, and restaurant are located on the premises.   Club, shoe, pull trolley and cart rentals are available.  Special packages are offered by a variety of hotels on the South Coast.  For information, call (246) 434-2121 or visit www.barbadosgolfclub.com.   

Sandy Lane Golf Club: The prestigious five-star Sandy Lane Hotel has three golf courses: the Sandy Lane Old Nine; the 18-hole Country Club; and the exclusive 18-hole Green Monkey, which has been named by golf aficionados one of best in the Caribbean. Sandy Lane now ranks among the top golf resorts in the world. Tee times must be booked in advance.  For information, call (246) 432-4653.
Royal Westmoreland Golf & Country Club:  Designed by Robert Trent Jones II, this superb 18-hole championship course has established itself as one of the Caribbean’s finest, with the front and back nine holes offering contrasting challenges, stunning scenery, a constant view of the sea and a succession of “feature holes.”  This spectacular golf club is part of a $400-million residential 
and tourism resort development that includes 350 condominiums, clubhouse, restaurant, swimming pool, fitness center and racquet club.  Although green fees include use of an electric cart, rental and equipment rates vary.  For information, call the Royal Westmoreland Golf Club at (246) 422-4653.

Rockley Golf Club:  Set amid the South Coast’s all-inclusive Club Rockley Resort, this course features a simple nine-hole, 18-tee layout, with a second nine holes playable from varying tee positions.  Trolleys and clubs can be rented at a reasonable fee.  For rate and club information, call the Rockley Golf Club at (246) 435-7873.

Almond Beach Club Resort Golf Course:  The Almond Beach golf course is the only course on the island featuring a par-three, nine-hole layout. The beautifully landscaped grounds of this popular family resort set the scene for a memorable game.  Golfing here is straightforward, requiring only a nine iron, wedge, sand wedge and putter.  Dining and beverage services are available at the hotel.  For information call (246) 422-4900.

 Barbados, most easterly of the Caribbean islands, is popular for its natural and historic attractions, beaches, water sports, golf courses, fine dining and nightlife. The island is known for its friendly people and wide range of accommodations. 
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